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The Stonewall Jackson Headquarters i n  Winchester is  a small brick house i n  
the Gothic Revival s ty l e .  Comparison with an ear ly  photograph shows 
tha t  several  changes have been made a t  the  f ront  of the house since i ts  
construction i n  1854. Small balconies which were once beneath the 
windows on e i the r  s ide  of the entrance and entrance porch have been 

- 
removed. Two upper windows with a gable treatment have been added on 
e i the r  s ide of the cen t ra l  window. A modern kitchen has been added t o  
the  rear  of the  building. The rooms open for  exhibi t  are  i n  excellent 
condition and a re  well maintained. 

Jackson's o f f i ce  furn i ture  has been returned and many items of h i s  f i e l d  
equipment are  on display. A number of a r t i c l e s  associated with Jackson's 
mil i tary career are  a lso exhibited. The house i s  open t o  t he  public on 
an unlimited basis .  

Boundaries 

The property connected with t he  house which became Stonewall Jackson's 
headquarters once included the e n t i r e  c i t y  block on which it stands. 
It stood on a h i l l t o p  overlooking the r e s t  of the  town. More recent 
construction blocks the  building's  v i s t a , - - i t s  western face i s  now the 
f ront  entrance, whereas i t s  southern face was or ig ina l ly  t h e  f ront .  Today 
the  house stands on a small p lo t ,  as shown by the red l i n e  on t h e  
accompanying sketch map A, labelled "Stonewall Jackson Headquarters" and 
dated November 15, 1974. From a point on the curbline of North Braddock 

S t r e e t ,  labelled A, proceed north along the curbline 91 f e e t ,  then west 
190 fee t ,  north a few fee t ,  then west again 140 fee t .  Proceed south 
157 fee t ,  then east  150 fee t ,  north 70 fee t  and eas t  190 f e e t  t o  the  point 
of beginning. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Stonewall Jackson Headquarters was used by t h e  famous Confederate 
C i v i l  War genera l  i n  t h e  months preceding h i s  famous 1862 Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign. Jackson proved himself  one o f  t h e ' g r e a t  t a c t i c i a n s  i n  
modern warfare,  b e f o r e  h i s  acc iden ta l  dea th  by g d f i r e  from h i s  own 
s o l d i e r s  i n  1863. 

. .  . 

Biography 

Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson (1824-1863) graduated from West Point  
i n  1846 and was commissioned a s  a second l i e u t e n a n t  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  He 
joined h i s  regiment i n  Mexico, where t h e  United S t a t e s  was then a t  war, 
and d i s t ingu i shed  himself  a t  Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo. A t  t h e  b a t t l e  
o f  Chapultepec h e  was made a major by b reve t  wi th  a p u b l i c  commendation 
by Winfield S c o t t ,  t h e  commanding general .  

2 - I n  1851 Jackson became a p r o f e s s o r  o f  a r t i l l e r y  t a c t i c s  and n a t u r a l  
philosophy a t  VMI, where he  gained a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  e c c e n t r i c i t y .  I 

~ a c k s o n  was made a major-general i n  October. That win te r  he made h i s  
headquarters  i n  Winchester; t h e  fol lowing spr ing  he began a s e r i e s  o f  
d ive r s ions  i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley which prevented reinforcements  being 
s e n t  t o  George McClellanls Amy o f  t h e  Potomac. The f a i l u r e  o f  
McClellants well-conceived pen insu la r  a s s a u l t  on Richmond i s  due i n  l a r g e  
p a r t  t o  Jackson's  maneuvers. Robert E. Lee, then m i l i t a r y  a d v i s e r  t o  
Confederate Pres ident  J e f f e r s o n  Davis, suggested t o  Jackson t h a t  he  use  
h i s  t roops  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Federal f o r c e s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  and thus  t h r e a t e n  
Washington. By r a p i d  movement, Jackson was ab le  t o  a t t a c k  s e v e r a l  Union 
forces  sepa ra te ly .  
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(Continued) 

On t h e  outbreak o f  t h e  C i v i l  War Jackson o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
Vi rg in ia  and was ordered t o  b r i n g  h i s  cadets  t o  Richmond. I n  J u l y  1861, 
h i s  br igade  he ld  firm a t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Bull Run, prevent ing  a Southern rout 
Encouraging h i s  own men, Southern genera l  Bee c a l l e d  o u t ,  " the re  i s  
Jackson, s tanding l i k e  a s tone  wa l l .  Ral ly  'round t h e  Virginians!" Bee 
was k i l l e d ,  bu t  t h e  b a t t l e  was won and t h e  t i t l e  "Stonewall" s tuck .  
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On March l l t h ,  Jackson was forced by General Joseph Johnston's r e t r e a t  
- 

from Manassas t o  evacuate Winchester. On March 23rd, he turned on h i s  
pursuer, General James Shields,  and attacked him a t  Kernstown. He was 
repulsed with heavy losses; h i s  prest ige evaporated; rumors of his  
recklessness o r  even insani ty  were rampant. But h i s  surpr is ing assaul t  
had alarmed the planners i n  Washington, and troops previously ordered t o  
reinforce McClellan were kept i n  the Shenandoah valley.  

On May 8th, Jackson attacked another Union force under General Fremont 
and Milroy, west of Staunton. The r e s u l t s  were indecisive.  Johnston 
intervened t o  order Jackson out of the valley,  but t he  l a t t e r ' s  appeal 
t o  Richmond was upheld by h i s  f r iend,  General Lee. On May 23rd, Jackson's 
"foot cavalry" moved rapidly down the val ley t o  attack the  men under 
Union General Banks a t  Front Royal. On May 24-25 he drove them out of 
Winchester and back t o  the  Potomac. 

Jackson then as quickly turned h i s  a t ten t ion  t o  t he  southern end of t he  
valley,  defeating Federal armies a t  Cross Keys on June 8 and Port Republic 
the  next day. Lee then ordered Jackson t o  join  him by road and ra i l road  
a t  Richmond f o r  an a t tack on McClellan's army. The Bat t le  of Seven Days 
drove the Federals away from the cap i ta l ,  but Jackson's la teness  (due i n  
pa r t  t o  nearly t o t a l  exhaustion) prevented a more decisive victory.  

Lee a t  once joined Jackson against Federal forces regrouping under 
General John Pope. He sent  Jackson by a s i d e  encircl ing movement t o  attack 
Pope's rear.  This brought on the  second b a t t l e  of Bull Run, i n  which Pope 
was soundly beaten. Lee next crossed the Potomac in to  Maryland, detaching 
Jackson t o  reduce the Union stronghold t o  h i s  rear  a t  Harper's Ferry. This 
Jackson did, capturing 12,000 men and rejoining Lee i n  time t o  prevent a 
t o t a l  d i s a s t e r  a t  the b a t t l e  o f  Antietam. A t  Fredericksburg, Virginia, i n  
December, Jackson was i n  command of the Confederate r i gh t  when General A.  E 
Burnside's rash a t tack was bloodily repulsed. 

In  April, General Joseph Hooker, Burnside's successor, attempted t o  turn 
the Confederate posit ion on the  Rappahannock. There followed t h e  most 
b r i l l i a n t  Confederate victory of the war. Leaving a small detachment t o  
meet the Federals on the  Rappahannock, Lee moved h i s  main body, including 
Jackson's corps, t o  meet Hooker's advancing r igh t  f lank i n  t h e  woods around 
Chancellorsville. He then divided h i s  force again, keeping only 10,000 

(Continued) 
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+.+qs 
men t o  demonstrate aga ins t  Hooker's f r o n t ,  and s e n t  Jackson with h i s  wh6le 
corps, h a l f  t h e  army, around Hooker's r i g h t .  On t h e  evening o f  May 2,  Jackson 
overwhelmed t h e  Union r i g h t ,  achieving complete s u r p r i s e .  Then, i n  t h e  
moment o f  v i c t o r y ,  t ragedy s t r u c k .  Jackson rode forward t o  organize  t h e  
p u r s u i t ,  and was s h o t  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t  by h i s  own men. He d ied  on May 10, 
an i r r e p l a c e a b l e  l o s s  t o  t h e  Confederacy. 








